
The Chief Judge is appointed for a term of seven years. The Chief Judge supervises judges and
justices which includes the power to: 

Designate the case or matter, or class of cases or matters, in which a judge or justice is
to act  

Designate the court facility where a judge or justice is to act 

Assign a judge or justice to the duties the Chief Judge considers advisable  

Look into complaints about the conduct of judges or justices 

Exercise the other powers and perform other duties prescribed by the Lieutenant
Governor in Council  

The Chief Judge also supervises Integrated Judicial Services made up of Office of the Chief
Judge staff, judicial administrative assistants and judicial case managers. The Chief Judge is
also the chair of the Judicial Council.  

Judicial Council

Provincial Court Act (sections 10 and 11)  

Current Chief Judge

https://main-bvxea6i-t74dtfugroaqq.ca-1.platformsh.site/judicial-council
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96379_01#section10
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96379_01#section10


Chief Judge Melissa Gillespie was born and grew up in Calgary, Alberta. She obtained a
Bachelor of Commerce from Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario in 1985, an LLB from the
University of Toronto in 1989, and was called to the BC bar in 1991. For more than 20 years
Chief Judge Gillespie served as Crown counsel in the Fraser region of British Columbia, working
primarily in Surrey and New Westminster. In 2005 she became Regional Crown Counsel, and in
2009 she was appointed King’s Counsel. 

Chief Judge Gillespie was appointed to the Provincial Court in 2012, sat in Surrey and the
Fraser Valley, and was appointed an Associate Chief Judge of the Provincial Court in 2016,
Acting Chief Judge on May 7, 2018, and Chief Judge on October 19, 2018. 

For many years she represented the Court on the board of directors of the BC Justice
Education Society (JES). From 2015 through 2021 she worked with JES to provide ongoing
education and training to police, prosecutors, and magistrates to strengthen the justice
system of Guyana. In 2021 she joined the board of Access Pro Bono, a charitable organization
using volunteers to provide access to justice around BC. 

Chief Judge Gillespie also served on the BC Provincial Court Judges’ Association executive and
participated in a number of Court committees including the Criminal Law Committee. She is
now a member of and Chair of the Canadian Council of Chief Judges. 

In addition, she has been involved in providing education for members of the judicial and legal
communities including programs hosted by the Continuing Legal Education Society of BC, Trial
Lawyers Association, the Advocates Society, Canadian Bar Association, National Judicial
Institute, New Judges training, and the Canadian Institute for the Administration of Justice. 



Former Chief Judges

Former Chief Judges have helped shape the duties and highlight the prominence of the Chief
Judge's position, and all have contributed to the current structure and administration of the
Court.  

2010 - 2018 - Chief Judge Thomas J. Crabtree 
2009 - 2010 - Chief Judge James J. Threlfall (Acting) 
2005 - 2009 - Chief Judge Hugh C. Stansfield 
2000 - 2005 - Chief Judge Carol Baird Ellan 
1995 - 2000 - Chief Judge Robert W. Metzger 
1989 - 1995 - Chief Judge William J. Diebolt 
1988 - 1989 - Chief Judge I. Bruce Josephson 
1983 - 1988 - Chief Judge Gerald R.B. Coultas 
1978 - 1983 - Chief Judge Lawrence S. Goulet 
1972 - 1978 - Chief Judge Lawrence C. Brahan 
1970 - 1972 - Senior Judge Cyril White 
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